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SAFETY
Machine guarding inspection checklist
A check of each machine’s guards: point of operation, nip points, rotating parts and fan blades, with every guard fixed, working and not bypassed.
How often: Monthly, and after any guard change   ·   Who: Supervisor or EHS   ·   About 5 min   ·   14 items
	Site or area
	
	Date and time
	

	Asset or line
	
	Completed by
	


Before you use it
1. OSHA 29 CFR 1910.212(a)(1) requires one or more methods of machine guarding to protect the operator and others from hazards such as the point of operation, ingoing nip points, rotating parts, and flying chips and sparks.
1. Guards are attached to the machine where possible and must not be a hazard themselves (1910.212(a)(2)). Fan blades less than 7 feet above the floor or working level are guarded, with openings no larger than half an inch (1910.212(a)(5)).
1. Where a standard for the specific machine applies, such as for power presses, saws or grinders, its requirements come first.
Machine
	NO.
	ITEM
	RESULT
	NOTES

	1
	Scan the machine’s tag
	 Visited
	


Guards
	NO.
	ITEM
	RESULT
	NOTES

	2
	Point of operation guarded
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	3
	Nip points, belts, chains and gears guarded
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	4
	Rotating shafts, couplings and pulleys guarded
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	5
	Guards fixed in place and undamaged
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	6
	Interlocks stop the machine when a guard is opened
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	7
	No guard removed, bypassed or propped open
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	8
	Fan blades below 7 feet guarded, openings no larger than 1/2 inch
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	9
	Machine anchored, if designed for a fixed location
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	


Controls
	NO.
	ITEM
	RESULT
	NOTES

	10
	Emergency stop works
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	

	11
	Controls labeled and protected against accidental starting
	 Pass     Fail     N/A
	


Result
	NO.
	ITEM
	RESULT
	NOTES

	12
	Photo of any problem
	 Photo taken
	

	13
	Notes
	


	14
	Inspector
	Name  ______________________________
Signature  ______________________________
Date  ______________________________


Follow-up
For each failed check or reading out of limit: what was found, what was done, and the work order raised for it.
	NO.
	WHAT WAS FOUND
	ACTION OR WORK ORDER
	OWNER
	DUE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


References
1. OSHA 29 CFR 1910.212, general requirements for all machines
Free to use and adapt. To run it on mobile, with checkpoint scans, readings checked against their limits as they are entered, and photos and signatures attached to the check, see vardian.io/templates/machine-guarding-checklist.
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